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 Tobacco use causes at 
least 12 types of 
cancer.

 Tobacco use is the 
leading preventable 
cause of cancer and 
cancer deaths.

Cancer and Tobacco Use

Source: CDC Vital Signs; Cancer and tobacco use; November 2016, www.cdc.gov/vitalsigns/cancerandtobacco



Cigarette smoking 
causes 3 in 10 of all 
cancer deaths.

Tobacco-related cancers

Source: CDC Vital Signs; Cancer and tobacco use; November 2016, www.cdc.gov/vitalsigns/cancerandtobacco



Advancing Policies to Reduce the 
Cancer Burden in Minnesota 

http://mncanceralliance.org/cancer-in-mn



Source: CDC Vital Signs, November, 2016



Work Group 
Questions

Alignment 

Change 
Potential

Health 
Equity

• Review Data and State 
Plans

• Discuss, Draft and 
Rank Strategies 

• Advance Strategies to 
Steering Committee

Tasks

Development of Cancer Plan 2025:
Tobacco Work Group



MN Youth Commercial Tobacco Use
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Source: 2016 Minnesota Student Survey (MSS)



MN Youth Tobacco Disparities
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Percent of 11th grade students using conventional tobacco in 
past 30 days, 2016

Source: 2016 Minnesota Student Survey (MSS)
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MN Adult Use

Source: 2015 Behavior Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS)



Alignment with State Plans 



MN Tobacco Control Framework
Bold Steps



• Prevention

• Detection

• Treatment

• Survivorship 

• Health Equity

Overarching goals:

Cancer Plan Minnesota 2025: A 
Framework for Action 



Cancer Plan Minnesota 2025: A 
Framework for Action 

Tobacco Prevention 
Objectives

Reduce use of 
commercial and 
nicotine delivery 

devices.

Reduce disparities in 
commercial tobacco 

use.



Strategies

• Price

• Flavored and Menthol

• Tobacco 21

• Compliance and 
Enforcement

• Support State Surveys

Reduce use of commercial tobacco and 
nicotine delivery devices



Strategies
• Funding

• Create partnerships

• Tobacco-free indoor and 
outdoor environments

• Collect data from 
communities with high 
rates of tobacco use

Reduce disparities in commercial 
tobacco use



Opportunities for Involvement

Join the 
Alliance 

Serve on a 
Committee

Participate in 
a network 

Work on a 
strategy

Form a new 
action group 
or network 

Contact a 
member to 
get involved



Alignment with State Level Efforts 
Supporting Local Policy Initiatives

Funding for local 
tobacco control 

programs

Collaboration 
between state and 

local Tobacco 
Control Partners

Opportunities to 
advance local 

tobacco control 
policies



Local-level 
momentum

State-level 
impact

Local and Community Connections



Coalition Support 



Letters of Support 

Testimony 

Coalition Support 

Making our Case 



Minnesota Cancer 
Alliance supports CVS 
decision to no longer 
sell tobacco products. 

Letters of Support 



Letters of Support

Local Policy Efforts

•Alexandria

•Lakeville

•Minneapolis

•Moorhead

•Osakis

•Pennington County

•Perham

•Polk County

•Prior Lake

•Red Wing

•Richfield

•Saint Paul

•Savage

•Shoreview 



Anne Carlson, Minnesota 
Cancer Alliance Steering 
Committee Member, 
testifying in support of the 
flavor tobacco restrictions.

Minneapolis City Council Hearing



Minneapolis Flavor Ordinance



Patrick Stieg, Minnesota 
Cancer Alliance Policy 
Committee Chair, testified in 
support of flavor tobacco 
restrictions.

Saint Paul City Council Hearing



Saint Paul Flavor Ordinance



Supporting Menthol Efforts



Tobacco Industry vs. Prevention 
Spending in Minnesota 

$

PREVENTION
$135.5 Million





Vision for 2025
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