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“Coloradans today breathe 
cleaner, safer air because of 

the Clean Indoor Air Act”
-Governor John Hickenlooper, June 16, 2016

Recent History in Colorado

• 2000: A20 legalizes medicinal marijuana

• 2001: Medical Marijuana Registry

• 2006: Colorado Clean Indoor Air Act (CCIAA)

• 2007: Smoke Free Casinos

• 2012: A64 legalizes recreational marijuana

• 2013: Marijuana added to CCIAA

• 2014: Recreational sales begin
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Threats to the Clean Indoor Air Act

• Electronic smoking devices

• Current exemptions & lack of specificity in recreational 
marijuana regulations

• Recent and pending legislation

Threats to the Clean Indoor Air Act

• Electronic smoking devices 

• Still new to the market in 2006

• Utilized to “vape” multiple substances

• Enforcement challenges
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Threats to the Clean Indoor Air Act

Current exemptions & lack of specificity in recreational marijuana 
regulations

• A64 does not permit or deny local authority

• CIAA exempts businesses that are not open to the public and 
have three or fewer employees

• CIAA exempts up to 25% of hotel/motel rooms

• CIAA exempts limousines 
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• Loopr Cannabis Friendly Party Bus
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Threats to the Clean Indoor Air Act

• SB17-063

• Proposed to allow local jurisdiction to permit marijuana 
consumption clubs

• Sought to exempt these clubs from the CIAA thereby allowing for 
combustible marijuana to be smoked indoors

• Defeated in committee on 3/1/17

Threats to the Clean Indoor Air Act

• SB17-184

• Would allow local jurisdictions to permit marijuana consumption 
clubs in which marijuana could be vaped and/or eaten

• Proposes to allow local jurisdictions to create exemptions to the 
definition of “open and public”

• Passed 25-10 out of the State Senate on 3/9/17

• Passed out of House Finance Committee on 3/20/17 
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Threats to the Clean Indoor Air Act

• Denver Initiative 300

• Passed by 53.6% of Denver voters in November 2016

• Allows most businesses to apply for a one-year or event-specific 
permit for marijuana consumption areas

• Allows for vaping and edibles indoors

• Allows for smoking outdoors provided it is out of sight

• Business would need the backing of local neighborhood or 
business group

Recommendations and lessons 
learned

• Protect provisions within clean indoor air laws

• Remove exemptions from clean indoor air laws

• Regulate the use of electronic smoking devices

• Regulate the product, not the content, to simplify enforcement

• Clearly define public use 

• Utilize lessons learned from tobacco control

• Engage political power brokers



3/23/2017

7

“We went to an 
amazing amount 
of trouble to say 
that we are not 
going to have 
smoking in 
workplaces in 
Colorado,” he 
said, suggesting 
allowing pot 
smoke inside is
a “crack in the 
door.”

- Gov. Hickenlooper
March 9, 2017

Thank you!

Keith Cooper
Smoke Free Policy Specialist

Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment

keith.cooper@state.co.us


