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The Golden State:
America’s Non-Smoking Section

• Proposition 99
• AB 13
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• Deaths from lung cancer, heart disease, and other tobacco-related diseases have declined more in California than in 
other states, saving over one million lives and incalculable human suffering. 

• Cumulative savings in health care costs over the first 15 years of the program totaled $138 billion, representing a 50-fold 
return on a $1.8 billion investment. 

• In 2010, the state’s adult smoking prevalence dropped to a record low of 11.9 percent, making California one of only two 
states in the United States to reach the federal Healthy People 2020 target of 12 percent.



3/23/2017

4

Tobacco Company Political and Lobbying Spending in 
California 
2001-2016 

Total $216,916,922

Campaign Contributions and Lobbying $21,986,228

Initiatives $194,930,694

Starting in the late 90s, progress in tobacco control policy 
at the California state capitol had become almost frozen in 
place.
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Assembly Governmental Organization Committee

“the Governmental Organization committee, where 
good tobacco legislation goes to die.”  Stan Glantz

Tobacco Industry Spending on Direct Campaign Contributions to Members of 
the Assembly Governmental Organization Committee

2013-16 $357,750

Big Tobacco’s “Successes”

Over 25 attempts to raise the tobacco tax were stopped between 1998 
and 2016

47 other states raised the tobacco tax in the same time period

Sample of bills Big Tobacco killed
• Closure of smoke-free workplace loopholes
• Local tobacco taxes
• Tobacco-free schools
• Smoke-free Multi-Unit Housing
• Smoke-free parks and beaches
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It was clearly time for some new tactics

ACS CAN is a 501 (c) (4) Organization

• Strictly Non-Partisan
• Voter Education
• Holding Legislators Accountable
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The Snuff Tobacco 
Money out of 
California Politics 
Campaign Launches 
July 1, 2014 with one 
simple question:

Will you reject the deception, pain and suffering that fund campaign 
contributions from tobacco companies and help us "Snuff Tobacco 
Money Out of California Politics" by rejecting any campaign 
contribution from the tobacco industry?

Immediate Impact

2014—Bad e-cigarette bills defeated
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Big Tobacco doesn’t go down without a fight

• E-cigarette bill defeated
• Tobacco to 21 bill pulled
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Governmental Organization Committee theatrics was too much for legislative 
leadership

Bills introduced into special session that bypassed GO
• E-cigarette regulation
• Tobacco to 21
• Closure of most smoke-free workplace loopholes
• Tobacco-free schools
• Stopping the diversion of funds away from tobacco tax funded programs to state’s tax 

authority
• Giving counties ability to tax tobacco products

Scorched Earth

“They (tobacco lobbyist) made it perfectly clear that they would seek 
retribution,” Corcoran (California Medical Assocation, CEO) said. 
“The quote to me when they talked to me was ‘we’re going to go 
scorched earth and we’ll burn everything down.’”

“When we hit the street with a referendum paying $10 per signature, 
Prop 30 is dead as well as $2 a pack tax,” the email reads. “We will 
have every signature gatherer on an exclusive. Just letting you know 
so you can’t say you were not warned.”—Altria Lobbyist 

Source: http://www.sacbee.com/news/politics-government/capitol-
alert/article65589212.html
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Impact of the Snuff Tobacco Money out 

of California Politics Campaign

“In 2009, Altria and R.J. Reynolds gave $43,000 to Democrats, 14.7% of the money 
they put into the campaign accounts of California politicians. Last year, they 
contributed $196,100 to Democrats…”  Rosenthal, L (2014, August 3) Dems Cash in 
with Big Tobacco. The Sacramento Bee. Retrieved from www.sacbee.com

“American Cancer Society lobbyist Tim Gibbs called the panel a ‘backstop the tobacco industry has installed for 
themselves.’ Tobacco companies directly donated $145,000 to committee members last election cycle, according to a Bee 
analysis, with Gray receiving the most.” White, J (2015, July 8). California e-cigarette bill abandoned after hostile 
amendment.  The Sacramento Bee. Retrieved from www.sacbee.com

“Since 2013, tobacco companies contributed $173,100 to members of the Assembly’s 21-member Governmental 
Organization committee, which recently gutted legislation that sought to limit the marketing and use of electronic cigarettes
by defining them as tobacco products.” Calefati, J (2015, July 17) Awash in Big Tobacco cash, California legislators side with 
tobacco industry.  The San Jose Mercury News. Retrieved from www.mercurynews.com

“The Legislature showed some guts last week in standing up to the tobacco lobby and its political money.” Skelton. G. 
(2016, March 7) Lawmakers show surprising courage against Big Tobacco. The Los Angeles Times. Retrieved from 
www.latimes.com


