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Behavioral Risk Factor 
Surveillance System 
(BRFSS)
Smoking Related Data from Florida BRFSS, 
2011 - 2016



Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance 
System

•Largest, on-going telephone survey in the 
world

•Adults ages 18+

•Collaboration between CDC and state

•Florida BRFSS conducted annually since 1986

•Collects data on individual risk behaviors 
and preventive health practices 



Survey Methodology (Random Digit 
Dialing)
•Starting in 2011, cell phone samples were 
added to survey
–51.0% of Florida households are cell phone only based 

on modeled estimates (Sources: National Health 
Interview Survey, 2011-2015; U.S. Census Bureau, 
American Community Survey, 2010-2014; and 
infoUSA.com consumer database, 2011-2015)

•2016 BRFSS: 55% Landline, 45% Cellphone

•36,955 interviews were conducted for 2016 
survey
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2011 – 2016 % of Adults Who Are 
Former Smokers

27.9% 27.8% 28.2% 27.8% 28.0% 26.5%
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2011-2016 
% of 
Adults 
Who 
Never 
Smoked

52.8% 54.5% 55.0% 54.6% 56.2% 58.0%
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2011 - 2016 % of Adults Who 
Have Used Smokeless Tobacco
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2011-2016 % of Current Smokers 
Who Tried to Quit in the Past Year

61.7% 63.8% 61.1%
66.4% 64.9% 62.1%
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2011-2016 
% of 
Current 
Smokers 
by Gender
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2011-2016 % Current Smokers by 
Age
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2011-2016 % of 
Adults Who 
Are Current 
Smokers by 
Race/Ethnicity
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2011-2016 % of Current Smokers by 
Education
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2011-2016 
% of 
Current 
Smokers 
by Income
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2011-2016 % of Current Smokers by 
Employment Status
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2011-2016 
% of 
Current 
Smokers 
by 
Depressive 
Disorder 
Status
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2011-2016 % of Current Smokers by 
Heavy/Binge Drinking Status
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2011-2016 
% of 
Current 
Smokers 
by 
Disability 
Status
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E-Cigarette Use

• In 2016, two questions on E-Cigarettes were added 
to the BRFSS core component as emerging core

• 20.3% of Floridians have used E-Cigarettes or 
other electronic vaping products at least once in 
their life

• 4.7% of Floridians currently use E-Cigarettes

–2014, 6.2% of adults used E-Cigarettes

–2015, 5.8% of adults used E-Cigarettes



2016 Current E-Cigarette Users
Race/Ethnicity Education
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2016 Current 
E-Cigarette 
Users by 
Income
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2016 Current E-Cigarette Users
Depressive 
Disorder Status

Disability 
Status
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2016 Current 
E-Cigarette 
Users by 
Employment 
Status
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Summary
• In Florida, there has been a 19.7% decrease in 
current smokers from 2011 to 2016 

•People who are limited in any way by a 
disability are more likely to be current 
smokers or e-cigarette users

•People who suffer from depressive 
disorders are more likely to be current 
smokers or e-cigarette users



Contact Information:
Leah Atwell
850-245-4793
Leah.Atwell@flhealth.gov
http://flhealth.gov/brfss

Questions??

http://flhealth.gov/brfss


Florida Youth 
Tobacco Survey 
(FYTS): 2013 – 2017 



•Survey administration: January-March 2017

•Final sample size: 5,782 HS, 5,718 MS (174 schools)

This presentation will look at tobacco use among 
“Youth” (11-17 year olds)



2013-2017:
% Youth 
Current Users 
– Cigarettes 
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2013-2017: 
% Youth 
Current Users 
– Cigars 
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2013-2017: 
% Youth 
Current Users 
- Smokeless
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2013-2017: 
% Youth 
Current Users 
- Hookah
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2013-2017:
% Youth 
Current Users 
– Vape 
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2017: % Youth Current Vape Users by Age
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2017: % Youth Current Vape Users by Sex
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2017: % Youth Current Vape Users by Race/Ethnicity
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2013-2017:
% Youth 
Current Users 
– Cigarettes, 
Cigars, 
Smokeless, 
Hookah, or 
Vape 
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2013 5.1 5.3 2.8 4.5 3.4

2014 4.3 5.1 3 7.1 7.2

2015 3.8 4.6 2.5 6.4 11

2016 3 3.4 2.2 4.8 11.6

2017 2.5 2.7 1.8 3.8 9.8



Tera Anderson
850.558.9617
Tera.Anderson@flhealth.gov

Questions??


